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Hello,

I released a new version of DIGI_NED, version 0.2.3.

If you don't know what DIGI_NED is, it is a dedicated digipeater,
does not have a GUI but is very stable and good at its job (If
you disagree, tell me what's wrong and I fix it...). It runs in
DOS on cheap 286 class PC's (or better) and on Linux using all
kind of modems, from cheap BayCom/BayPack and YAM modem to KISS
TNC's and SCC cards. It can have up to 8 ports so can also act
as a cross-band digipeater. The source is published under the GPL
licence.

This release contains bug fixes and new functions

As usual the version is posted on APRS7@NLDNET (Packet Radio)
as DNEXE023.ZIP. The source is not posted since it is a big
too big to post everytime. The source, DNSRC023.ZIP, will
appear on the web.

This version will, as soon as Remko - PE1MEW - has the time for
it, become available on the web:

http://www.qsl.net/digi_ned

Here are the changes from the Changes.txt file:

Changes.txt

05-01-2001 version 0.2.3
- +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
  | IMPORTANT: Changed the operations "replace" and "new", they will not |
  | put in the own digi_call automatically!! Because this change is not  |
  | compatible with older versions the .ini SHALL now contain a version  |
  | number. This is done by a "version:" rule. The current version is 2  |
  | DIGI_NED will refuse to run with non compatible versions. The        |
  | default digi_ned.ini and d_relay.ini files did not use "new" and     |
  | "replace". You only need to add the version number if you want to    |
  | reuse the existing rules file.                                       |
  +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
  The "replace" and "new" operation do not automatically add DIGI_CALL
  anymore, reason for this is increased flexibility, the DIGI_CALL can
  always be specified in the replacement or new digipeater string anyway.
  For the "add" operation the automatic replacement is still done.
- The handling of "?TLM B" was put in a little bit too fast. First of all,
all
  bits were reversed ('0' where it should have been '1' and '1' where it
  should have been '0'). Also the order was flipped. B1 was B8 and B8 was
  B1... Sorry for the inconvienience it may have caused.
- In "linux.c" removed "#include <asm/io.h>" since this is already handled
  by <sys/io.h>. This gave compilation errors on a lot of systems.  (except
  mine...). Realy removed this time, I already said I removed it last time
  but to my surprise the line was still in!
- Ultimeter stations use a string that starts with "!!" and cannot be
  distinguised from a compressed position. String that start with "!!" are
not
  regarded as position anymore, sorry if your compressed location starts
with
  "!!". A whole range of compressed locations cannot be used compressed
because
  of this. DIGI_NED will not use these compressed positions for its DX
  functions anymore to prevent bogus positions due to these Ultimeter string
  transmissions.
- Cleanup of code. I was decoding strings with port numbers at many places,
  now I made a support function for this. This meant that I had to change
  code in many of the source files to untilize this new function.
- DigiTo: and DigiSsid: changed in the default digi_ned.ini. Now they only
  work if the destination call starts with "AP". The old setup caused SSID
  changes on the desitination call when a local packet from a UIview
  message exchange was recieved.
- Added rules "allow_to:" and "allow_from:" to restrict packets to be
  accepted for digipeating on a specific port. This is used for advanced
  cross-band digipeating where you only want to pick up very specific
  packets.
- On the monitor output the dump of the digi_ssid: rule did not show the
  replacement SSID, fixed.
- On the monitor output the dump of the DX transmission showed the wrong
  port number, fixed.
- Telemetry headacke hopefully solved. When using the 8 bit LPT port
  input (lpt2_8 for example) somehow the data register is reset to 0, so
  all set output bits vanish. This behaviour differes per LPT port
  implementation, some do it and some don't. DIGI_NED was verifying the
  data written to the LPT's control register by reading it back. It seems
  that this reading caused a reset later. I don't read the values anymore
  and now it seems to work.
- On the !out command you can now specify a 'P' in the string. This will
  toggle the indicated bit for 1 second. Can be used as 'reset' pulse
  or something similar (we had a need for it).
- New command for the .ini file: "command:". The text after this command is
  fed to DIGI_NED's messsage mechanism (like the keyboard commands used by
  the DOS version users). This can be used to send "!out" commands at
  startup to get the LPT port in a defined state.
- Cleanup of the AX25_MAC directory. It contained some files for the YAM
  modem which I used for testing. I planned to remove these files but
  forgot over and over (I hardly ever look in the ax25_mac directory, the
  MAC driver is running stable since the very first beginning...).
- The digipeater position can now be read from the first line of the
  beacon-file with "digi_pos_file:" so that the icon position and the
  originating position for DX messages is the same. This can only be done
  when the beacon is in uncompressed or compressed format, not MIC-E. If
  you want to use MIC-E the position can also still be explicitly specified
  using "digi_pos:".
- Added timestamp to command responses so they are uniq and it is visible
  what the most recent response was.
- Added keyboard command ALT-A for DOS users to toggle activity logging on
  and off.
- Removed the French documentation, its outdated. There is better
  documentation on the web in French! Brouwse to the MAPG site
  at: http://mapg.ifrance.com/mapg/index.html or reach this site through
  our portal at http://www.qsl.net/digi_ned/ (also for all other pages).

APRS[tm] is a Trademark of Bob Bruninga,
his home page is at "http://web.usna.navy.mil/~bruninga/aprs.html"

Kind regards,

Henk.

--
#########################################################################
The difference between theory and practice in practice is bigger than the
difference between theory and practice in theory.

Henk de Groot                |         Apeldoorn, The Netherlands, JO32AF
PE1DNN@PI8APD.#GLD.NLD.EU    |    NOKIA-ATF2, YAM Modem, Linux RedHat 5.2
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APRS Satellite Users;

I just posted a new copy of APRStk.

Run this with your D7 or D700 with just a 20" WHIP antenna over a ground
plane and SHORT coax and you will hear up to 12 different satellites over
30 times a day...     Look ma.. no hands!

The 20" whip is 1/4 wave on the uplink and is a 3/4 wave 7.9 dBi gain
UHF omni antenna on most downlinks.  It is the ideal simple Satellite
OMNI antenna.  With it, you should hear most of the 12 FM satellites when
they are above about 25 degrees..   This is only about 1/3rd of all access
times, but it is automatic and simple.  A nice way to leave the rig when
it is not doing something else.

AND this antenna can be at ANY level, since it only needs to see the sky
above say 20 degrees.  No need to go higher (and add lossy coax)...  On
the roof of your car is perfect, or just outside your window...

download:  ftp://tapr.org/aprssig/dosstuff/APRSdos/astk-exe.zip

The above file contains the APRStk.EXE and all support files.  Unzip it
into an existing APRSdos directory using PKUNZIP -dn or Winzip.  It is
just the new EXE and new support files, and must run in an existing
APRSdos structure.  Be SURE to read README\APRStk.txt in the readme's.

If you don't already run APRSdos, then download and install APRS848.zip
first from the same site.  

Enjoy...

de WB4APR@amsat.org, Bob

See my APRS LIVE pages    http://web.usna.navy.mil/~bruninga/aprs.html
See APRS SATELLITES       http://web.usna.navy.mil/~bruninga/astars.html
See MIM/Mic-E/Mic-Lite    http://www.toad.net/~wclement/mim2.htm
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The increasing bandwidth of the APRS internet stream is close to maxing 
out the T1 at the Miami Museum of Science. This evening with 174 
connections the reported bandwidth was over 120,000 bytes a second. Add 
the web server and name server traffic, and my machine was very close to 
the limit. 

In order not to wear out my welcome at the museum I have set the 
connection limit to 135, which should leave plenty of bandwith for those 
people that pay the bills. The server has not been under 150 connections 
for months, so this means there will often be no available slots on the 
server.

It would be nice if someone were to volunteer a high bandwith machine to 
be a third server, even better would be two volunteers, with those 
becoming first.aprs.net and third.aprs.net, allowing www.aprs.net to 
serve only the javAPRS connections (which cannot go anywhere else).

If you have such a machine let me know and I'll add you to the DNS. 

All replies directly to me please, I'm not on the aprssig...

Steve K4HG
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